Barbie Enkelis: Retiring from her second home

Ever since she was an infant, Cedar Sinai Park/Robison Jewish
Health Center (or the Home, as it is fondly called) has been a sec-
ond home for Barbie Enkelis, 71. .

Her mom and dad, Velma Zelda
(Cissi) and Milt Carl, 2’1, used to
bring her to the Robison Home
to visit her grandparents, Gussie
and Nate Carl, z”l. Home lore
has it that residents would rock
little Barbie when she visited.

“She was a good girl,” says
Harold Schnitzer Center for
Living resident Joeen Rodinsky,
whose family were friends with
Barbie’s family. “Her family
were lovely people.”

Now after 28 years as an em-
ployee at Cedar Sinai Park, Barbie plans to retire Aug. 25, the an-
niversary of her father’s death.

“It’s going to be very hard to walk away,” says Barbie. “I know
it will be a tearjerker.”

Cedar Sinai Park is definitely a family affair for Barbie.

As Barbie grew up, her dad joined the Robison Home board (pres-
ident in 1982 and 1983) with friends Henry Blauer and Leonard
Barde. Milt was instrumental in the fundraising for the construc-
tion of Rose Schnitzer Manor for independent and assisted living.
Barbie’s sister, Pam, and her brother-in-law, Stan Rotenberg, were
also deeply involved. Stan was president in 1987 and 1988.

“And then my dad talked me into working here,” says Barbie,
whose first day was in 1993.

As an employee, Barbie regularly walks the hallways named for
her father and his friends. “Everywhere I go, I see my dad,” she
says.

Her husband Mike’s aunt and uncle, Lois and Marvin Enke-
lis, were briefly at the Home in 2006 and 2009, respectively,
and Mike’s grandmother, Rose Shnitka, was in memory care in
the early 1980s. Mike and Barbie’s son, Gary, volunteered at
Robison and Rose Schnitzer Manor. Cissi stayed in the Home
after surgery in 2010. Milt’s sister, Eva Walleston, lived at Rose
Schnitzer in 2012. Stan’s mother, Vivian, lived in memory care in
the late 1990s, and his father, Lou, was at Rose Schnitzer Manor
in early 2000. And current chief executive officer Kimberly Fu-
son is Barbie’s cousin.

Barbie often wheels one relative to an activity at Harold Schnitzer
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Center for Living. Another resident whom she often escorts to the
Goodman Living Room for recreation is Barbie’s southeast Port-
land neighbor, who attended high school with her.

Some of the residents now living at Cedar Sinai Park are either
related to Barbie or knew her family members. “A few are like my
parents — they still tell me what to do,” she says, laughing.

Remembering everyone’s birthday is one of Barbie’s trademark
traits. On a recent visit to the executive offices of Cedar Sinai Park,
Barbie rapidly (and accurately) rattled off the birthdays of every-
one in the offices.

“I like numbers — I don’t know how I remember,” says
Barbie with a laugh. “My mom used to say she wishes I
would remember other things like to go home on time.”
“Barbie is an institution,” says Community Life Director Jennifer
Felberg. “She practically lives here. We love Barbie and we have
to share her with her own family, so we tell her to go home.”

For more than 28 years, Barbie has commemorated the birthdays
of employees as the nonprofit’s Simcha Coordinator. She also re-
members the room numbers in which people have lived, stayed or
worked. And she memorizes license plates, so when a car is parked
illegally, Barbie is the one to find.

Over the years, Barbie has worked in Life Enrichment (previous-
ly activities) and as a receptionist. But her favorite activity remains
Bingo, a game she only picked up in her 40s as a Cedar Sinai Park
employee.

“I love Bingo,” says Barbie, who often sports a Bingo mask and
had the B-I-N-G-O song as a cell phone ringtone. “I’m going to
miss it, especially when I know a Bingo Day is coming.”

During Covid, Barbie worked from home, but would walk to the
Home and peek in the windows to see what was happening be-
cause she was “going crazy” not being here.

“Every community needs someone like Barbie,”
“She is our heart and soul.”

In her new free time, Barbie says Mike wants to travel, perhaps
a cruise. She intends to go shopping more. But she’ll be close by.

Longtime volunteer Charles Jagger has known Barbie for more
than 20 years. “I would think that we will have Barbie go on out-
ings, and she will probably be volunteering when the residents
visit restaurants. I have a feeling she will be back occasionally.”

Barbie says she hopes to volunteer as a Bingo caller.

“I have three homes on this street,” says Barbie. “My home is
number one, the Harold Schnitzer Center for Living/Robison Jew-
ish Health Center is number two, Rose Schnitzer Manor is number
three — it’s time to go to home number one now.”

says Kimberly.

JFCS explores 75 years of memories

This marks Jewish Family & Child Service’s 75th year. In the
runup to JFCS’ culminating celebratory event on May 18, 2023,
the Jewish Review will offer occasional looks back at agency his-
tory our community may — or may not — remember.

Did you know that JFCS is responsible for the first Passover seder
dinner conducted at the Oregon State Hospital? The now-defunct
Oregon Statesman ran this headline in an early April 1961 edition:
“State Hospital Jewish Rites Inaugurated.” The Protestant chap-
lain interviewed for the piece called the “Jewish festival” event “a
complete success.”

The paper noted, too, that “seder dinners continue throughout the
world during the eight days of Passover.” Whew, that would be a

lot of work every night for eight nights!

Sponsored by JFCS and overseen by Asher Ettinger, z”1, then
executive director of the Jewish Education Association (which
ran the Portland Hebrew School), nine of the hospital’s 17 Jewish
residents attended the event to commemorate Jews’ escape from
slavery in Egypt and journey to the Promised Land.

Perhaps you remember when this occurred in the early 1960s. Or
maybe you have another JFCS memory or agency memorabilia to
share?

If you have a JFCS-related “Did you know?” story of your own,
we’d love to hear it. Please contact JFCS Communications Manag-
er Jenn Director Knudsen at jdirectorknudsen@)jfcs-portland.org.
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